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Principle

FVE is of the opinion that from an animal welfare point of
view, and out of respect for an animal as a sentient being,
the practice of slaughtering animals without prior stunning
is unacceptable under any circumstances, for the following

reasons.

m Slaughter without stunning
increases the time to loss of
consciousness, sometimes up
to several minutes. During
this period of consciousness
the animal can be exposed
to unnecessary pain and suf-
fering due to:

- exposed wound surfaces;

- the possible aspiration
of blood and, in the case of
ruminants, rumen content;

- the possible suffering from
asphyxia after severing the
n. phrenicus and n. vaqus.

m Slaughter without prior
stunning requires in most
cases additional restraint,
which may cause additional
stress to an animal that is
almost certainly already
frightened.
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